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	21st May 2020

Dear Parent/Carer

Please can I ask that you read this letter in full as it includes important information about our prospective Year 10 provision. 

Re: Phased Reopening to Year 10 Students

Following my recent letter from 14th May 2020 advising of a potential phased reopening I am writing to update you with the school’s current plans to reopen to a small number of Year 10 students daily from 1st June dependent on the government’s decision on the 28th May 2020.

The purpose of this letter is to provide details of how we will manage this process should we be advised that we should open. If the government decides not to open schools on the 28th May 2020 based on scientific advice then we will not open. 

At this stage I must advise that the government has not published its full guidance for secondary schools. It is possible that this guidance may mean slight amendments to the plan we have published here. If that is the case I will ensure any of these minor changes are communicated to you following the announcement on the 28th May 2020. 

We are keen to support Year 10 students as much as we can as they begin a vitally important year and in doing so I can assure you that we have been incredibly stringent in following health and safety advice. Within this letter I will include the educational approach we will be taking and the health and safety benefits of our approach.

In terms of education we want to support our students so that they can prepare for their GCSE examinations. Given the safety protocols we need to follow this can only be in small numbers daily at this point – it is our hope that as we progress, establish routines and as guidance changes that we will be able to increase this number. It is vitally important that Year 10 students have an opportunity to consolidate their remote learning, advance that learning and have every opportunity to complete important assessments before the end of this year. We do not yet know for certain whether GCSE examinations will take place next year – if they do not, these assessments will form part of an evidence base to provide predictions. Hopefully, examinations will take place next year and this process and these assessments will help them in their preparations. All of the staff at the school are keen to do whatever we can to support this year group to achieve their best possible outcomes at the end of Year 11. 

Whilst the education and future of our students is of vital importance, our number one priority is to minimise any risks to children and staff onsite. This includes following all government guidance and guidelines including minimising in school movement, reducing class sizes below 15 and ensuring social distancing measures are followed where ever possible. I cannot, however, completely remove 





risk and I must be transparent in stating that we cannot guarantee social distancing. The decision for your child to return to school is yours and we will support that decision. 

The provision available will be incredibly useful to guide and further support their education remotely and the provision will develop over the course of the half-term. Provided that the school is asked to open we will open to a form group a day for the week commencing 1st June 2020. This will mean that the following groups will have an onsite provision on these days:

· Monday 1st June 		– 10 Faith
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday 2nd June 	– 10 Justice
· Wednesday 3rd June 	– 10 Compassion
· Thursday 4th June 	– 10 Truth 
· Friday 5th June 		– 10 Respect
This provision will be for a maximum of 28 Year 10 students a day and they will be taught in classes of no more than 15. During this time, they will receive three extended lessons in English, Maths and Science over three 1 hour 45-minute lessons. These will all be based in the same space to minimise movement around the school and will enable high level feedback with the teacher. The timings of the day are below:
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Our expectations are that all students arrive in school uniform ready to learn with their equipment for English, Maths and Science. As always, we will maintain high expectations for our learners in terms of behaviour and approach to learning. Our staff will endeavour to maximise the impact of these sessions and to support students for their remote learning for the rest of the week. 
Students will arrive for the normal start time and will be asked to use antibacterial hand gels at the stations for students arriving by car and on foot. Students who wish to wear appropriate masks will be permitted to do so, although we will seek to ensure that students are not in any enclosed spaces. Students who typically use the school mini-bus for transport will be asked to wear masks, which we will supply on these buses. 
They will then move to the playground and field area prior to the start of the day or the large Sports Hall in the event that the weather requires us to do so. To manage entry into lessons we will organise a line up spaced with markings on the floor. This will allow for the delivery of key health and safety messages and to welcome back the students we have greatly missed. 
The students will proceed via the outside route to English classrooms and enter through the external doors to avoid overly enclosed spaces. Lessons will be planned to limit movement and physical interactions with desks spaced out as much as possible. All toilets at this time will operate a one-in and one-out rule with soap and towels supplies checked at multiple points in the day. 




At breaktime all students will be outside on the field if the weather is appropriate to utilise the wide-open spaces. In the event of rain, we will use the large Sports Hall.  
We will ask that all students arrive at school with a packed lunch. At this time, we have decided that the opening of the canteen space poses a number of challenges in terms of safely providing for students and we wish to preserve the voucher scheme for FSM children in the absence of consistent education onsite. 
It is our intention to monitor and review our provision on a daily and weekly basis. Should these evaluations suggest an issue that we cannot address then we may need to reduce this provision for the safety of staff and students. However, if we can safely increase our provision we will aim to do so to incorporate a wider range of subjects. 
Following this letter our pastoral team will be calling to discuss this provision with you. They will be able to answer any questions you may have and will seek to support you where they can. I must, however, reiterate that this letter is to inform you of a potential provision that we can only confirm for definite once the Government announces its intentions on the 28th May 2020.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and thank you for your support over this period. Hopefully the conditions will allow us to welcome your children back to the school for these sessions after half-term.
Yours sincerely
	
M. McLaughlin

Mark McLaughlin
Headteacher
Mr M. McLaughlin MA
Headteacher
Becket Way
Kettering Road North
Northampton NN3 6HT
Tel 01604 493211
Fax 01604 497300

Email office@thomasbecket.org.uk
Web www.thomasbecket.org.uk
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TIMINGS OF THE DAY - Year 10

Lesson 1
9:00-10.45
BREAK 10.45 - 10.55
Lesson 2
11.00 - 12.45
LUNCH 12.45-13.25
Lesson 3

13:30-3.15
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