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CHOOSING YOUR OPTIONS

INTRODUCTION

This document is designed to provide information and guidance for students and parents/carers to make
informed decisions about the subjects that they will study at GCSE. Please read it carefully, use it as a guide
and look after it.

You have reached a very important stage in your education where you have to make several decisions
about the subjects you will study in Years 10 and 11. This needs to be considered carefully alongside your
academic report that has already been sent home.

Find out as much as you can about the courses by reading the information contained inside this booklet,
and talking to your teachers, parents, or carers about the options that you would like to study. Think
carefully about the options available as they will affect your future opportunities. As a school, we will
continue to try our best to meet all your differing individual needs. We encourage all students to choose
subjects that will prepare them for their future, subjects that they enjoy and are likely to be successful
in.

To aid your decisions, we will be holding a face to face Options Evening on Thursday 5th February 2026
from 4:30pm-6:00pm, to enable you to discuss your options with your class teachers.

The evening will open in the auditorium with a talk at 4:30pm and 5:00pm from Mrs Walsh, Deputy
Headteacher and Miss Gipki, Associate Assistant Headteacher .

There will also be the opportunity to speak to staff representing the full range of subjects in order to
answer questions and offer advice. This should give you an insight into what studying each subject is
like to support your decision making.

In order to collect your responses as to the subjects that you would like to study, we will be providing
you with a Microsoft form to be completed online (if you require a paper copy please see the school
office). This will be available on the evening and will need to be completed before Friday 13th February
2026.

If you have any queries about the content of this booklet, please feel free to contact any of the staff named
within.

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER

Options Evening: Thursday 5th February 2026

Deadline of the Microsoft form to be completed: Friday 13th February 2026



Building New Horizons Through Love Faith and Excellence

At Thomas Becket Catholic School we are determined to ensure all our students have the ability to achieve excellence in
as many subjects as possible whilst maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum which enables students to have as wide
a choice in their future as possible.

Due to our recent growth and continuing success as a school we can now offer a broader range of subjects at Key Stage
Four.

The curriculum has been designed to:

) Be broad and balanced

° Allow for the maximum number of students to achieve to their highest potential in nationally recognised qualifica-
tions (i.e. study appropriate courses in their ‘best’ subjects)

o Allow students to select a coherent programme of study to enable them to access a meaningful progression
through to post 16 routes and beyond

. Meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.

It is a requirement that all students study Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science and Physical Education. We
call this our ‘compulsory curriculum’.

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) Pathway

We offer students the opportunity to study the English Baccalaureate (EBacc). This is an academic route which means
students study a broad range of core GCSEs in English, Mathematics, at least two Sciences, a Modern Foreign Language
(Spanish) and a Humanities subject (Geography or History). Studying the full range of EBacc subjects is often beneficial
when applying for university as it shows that you have a well-rounded academic background. This can be particularly
important if applying to Russell Group universities such as Oxford, Cambridge or Warwick. Studying a Modern Foreign
Language (Spanish) is particularly sought after by these universities. We would recommend that any students who
may be considering university entrance in the future, seriously consider opting for subjects that follow this pathway.

As a school we recognise that all students are individuals with differing needs and we try to offer ‘Personalised Path-
ways’, tailored to each student. For the majority of students, this means studying a selection of GCSE’s and/or BTEC’s in
non-compulsory subjects in addition to the compulsory curriculum.

For all students, the total number of courses available is limited to balance the need for breadth against the time re-
quired for each subject to attain the highest grades for each individual.

Experience has shown that all students need a substantial amount of help and advice to make decisions about their path-
way at Key Stage 4. Students that require further guidance will be contacted by a member of the curriculum team and
Tutors to discuss and agree choices.. The programme of study that you will be advised to pursue will take into account:

) Your strengths, weaknesses and current performance in all subjects
o Likely future progression beyond the age of 16
o National practice in providing opportunities for all students, including recent government initiatives.

Studying at Key Stage 4 requires a considerable commitment of both time and effort. It is very important that home and
school work together to support the demands of studying. In the event of any difficulties during the options process,
parents should not hesitate to contact Mrs Walsh (Gwalsh@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org) Our collective aim is to ensure
that all students have the best possible opportunity to achieve their potential.



STUDENT GUIDE

1) READ THROUGH THE WHOLE BOOKLET. (This may seem a daunting task but is essential to make the
right decisions for your future!)

. COMPULSORY ELEMENT - THE SUBJECTS YOU HAVE TO STUDY
. NON-COMPULSORY ELEMENT — THE SUBJECTS WHERE YOU HAVE SOME CHOICE

2) ATTEND THE OPTIONS EVENING on THURSDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2026

. Listen to the talk in the auditorium either at 4:30pm or 5:00pm

. Visit the subject stalls to speak to staff representing the full range of subjects in order to answer
questions and offer advice.

. Following the Options Evening take time to discuss your choices with your parents/Carers and
complete your options form.

3) Complete your options Microsoft form by Friday 13th February 2026.

Please note it is not possible to guarantee that any specific subject will run.
In the event that the ‘Agreed Choice’ cannot be met, then a ‘Reserve Subject’ will be offered.

Should it then transpire that your option choice is not possible further discussions will take place with you
to confirm this and amend your options.

Each student’s final set of options choices will be assigned after careful consideration of all student
choices, the number of places available on each course, suitability of the course, viability of the course
and the staffing availability at the school.

Options Form 2026-2028




QUALIFICATIONS

Many parents and carers have told us how confusing qualification names have become. The following
tables are designed to help you understand the range and standard of qualifications encountered. Each
subject being studied has the level clearly marked at the top of the page in this booklet.

Types of Qualification available in School

Qualification | Explanation
GCSE General Certificate of Secondary Education

Most common qualification for Year 11 Students — Grades 1 -9

BTEC Available at Level 2:

BTEC Certificate — Pass, Merit or Distinction

Courses may be assessed in different ways. At present the main forms of assessment are:

Examinations All GCSE examinations are now taken at the end of the course at the end of Year 11. These
are known as linear assessments. BTEC subjects sit exams throughout the duration of the course and
there is now only one opportunity to resit BTEC exam units.

Coursework (Non-Examined Assessment — NEA) Assessed as you go through the course.

Controlled Assessments Externally set and assessed but the date is set within centre. The time can be
divided over one or more sessions.



COMPULSORY ELEMENT
[susecr  [OVERVIEW (see subject guides fordetail) | acsevawe |

RE All students study Religious Education to GCSE level. 1
English All students study English Language and Literature to 2
Mathematics All students study to GCSE level. 1
Science Majority of students will work towards achieving two Minimum 2

GCSEs in the form of the combined Science route
(Trilogy). High attaining students will have the option to '
pick triple science as an option. Maximum 3

Physical Education (PE)| As part of the programme in KS4 students will participate | None
in a range of activities including Games, and Fitness.

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
[somecr 0 ocstvau |

GCSE Art and Design (Art) 1
GCSE Business 1
BTEC Child Development 1
GCSE Product Design 1
GCSE Drama 1
GCSE Geography 1
BTEC Health and Social Care 1
GCSE History 1
BTEC Hospitality and Catering 1
GCSE Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish) 1
GCSE Music 1
GCSE Sociology 1
BTEC Sports Studies 1
GCSE Media 1




Frequently Asked Questions

Why do | have to choose?

There isn't enough time in the curriculum to continue studying your Year 9 subjects. This means you
have to choose 3 subjects that you will carry on studying until Year 11 in addition to the 5 compulsory
subjects.

Why do | have to choose reserve subjects?

We will try really hard to make sure that everyone can study their first choice subjects. However,
sometimes we can't offer certain combinations of subjects, or have a limited number of places. This
means that it is really important that you think carefully about the order you put your choices in, as
you may be studying one of your reserve choices.

What is an 'EBacc' subject and why do | have to choose one?

The 'EBacc' subjects include History, Geography or Spanish.
The government also advises students to take at least one EBacc subject to make sure that you have a
broad and balanced set of qualifications at the end of Year 11.

Why do | only get 3 choices?

Everyone will take RE, English, Maths, Science, PSHE and Core PE. Some of you will be on the EBacc
pathway where you will choose History or Geography and Spanish in addition to one creative subjects.
Others will be on the Core pathway choosing one of History, Geography or Spanish and two creative
subjects. Others will be on an individual pathway.

What are 'vocational qualifications' (e.g. BTECs)?

These are alternative qualifications to GCSEs that offer an alternate approach to learning. The final
qualification is equivalent to a GCSE and they are usually made up of a higher percentage of

‘coursework-style' assignments.

What if | change my mind?

This is very unlikely to happen as you will give us reserve choices that you are happy to study if your
first choices are unavailable. We don't usually allow students to swap classes.

What if | don't know what | want to do in the future?

Don't worry, lots of people don't. All these subject offer solid foundations for further study so focus
on subjects that you enjoy and are doing well in.



Notes

Please use this space to write about any conversations you have had with your parents/carers.

Which subjects am | interested in?

Why am | interested in these subjects?

foov )

o Choose subjects that you like and are excited
about.

o Choose subjects you are doing well in.

. Listen to advice from your teachers.

& J




OPTIONS BLOCK

Thomas Becket Catholic Secondary School
Key Stage 4 Courses 2026 - 2028

All students will take a set of core subjects

GCSE Religious Education
GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Mathematics

GCSE Science Trilogy

PSHE — Non-Exam Course

PE — Non-Exam Course

Before you make a decision, discuss the options with both parents/carers and staff
You will need to choose one option from each column - ONE OF YOUR THREE CHOICES MUST BE A SUBJECT IN BOLD

Core Studies is for cohorts of students who have been signposted to choose this option by the SENDCO (a separate
invitation will be sent out in relation to this)

Some universities look for particular subjects, if you want to be considered by ALL universities, you should follow the
EBACC route which consists of, History/Geography and Spanish. Do not choose the same subject twice!

Decisions will be on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. The link for this Microsoft form will be available on Thursday 5th
February 2026 ( if you do require a paper copy please pop and see the school office)

OPTION A OPTION B OPTION C
GEOGRAPHY GEOGRAPHY GEOGRAPHY
@\NISD SPANISH SOCIOLOGY
HISTORY HISTORY ART DESIGN
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING (22) PRODUCT DESIGN (20 students) BUSINESS STUDIES (30)
MEDIA SPORTS STUDIES (OCR CAM NAT) CHILD DEVELOPMENT
DRAMA MUSIC
FURTHER MATHS (by invite only) BUSINESS STUDIES (30) TRIPLE SCIENCE (by invite only)
SPORTS STUDIES (OCR CAM NAT)

Please select one reserve for each Option Line in each Block

10



Religious Education

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: Pearson Edexcel

Overview:

The Religious Studies GCSE, is a challenging and engaging course that encourages students at Thomas Becket to engage
with a range of concepts, beliefs and ideals. The course focus’ on our Catholic faith, through exploring beliefs, teachings
and practices. To support knowledge of our core Catholic beliefs our second religion of study is Judaism, through our
shared history as an Abrahamic faith.

We then develop our critical thinking skill further by explore philosophical arguments link to the existence of God. Stu-
dents will them explore ethical issue through the Catholic approach to family and relationships today.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

You will be assessed through 3 exams at the end of year 11.
Paper 1: Area of Study 1 — Study of Religion Option 1A — Catholic Christianity 50% of the qualification 102 marks
Paper 2: Area of Study 2 — Study of Second Religion Option 2F: Judaism 25% of the qualification 51 marks

Paper 3: Area of Study 3 — Philosophy and Ethics Option 3A — Catholic Christianity 25% of the qualification 51 marks

What will I learn?

Catholic Christianity: Beliefs and Teachings, Practices, Source of Wisdom and Authority and Forms of Expression and Ways of
life

Judaism: Jewish beliefs and Teachings, and Jewish Practices

Philosophy and Ethics: Arguments for the Existence of God and Religious Teachings on Relationships and Families in the 21st
Century

How will I learn?

During RE lessons you will have the chance to learn and participate in a range of activities over the duration of the GCSE. In
RE we especially encourage pupil voice and the opportunity to discuss and debate a range of issues and beliefs. We believe
that RE should encourage critical thinking throughout the lesson, culminating in development of extended writing focused on
analysis and evaluation.

Career Potential:

Religious Studies can support many possible career paths. There are the obvious religion focused paths such as vocation of
priesthood, RS teacher and theology lecturer. However, RS also provides a wide range of skills and knowledge that can con-
tribute to many career paths such as, politics, media, medicine, social work, civil service and the arts. The skills that you build
are critical thinking, communication, analysis and evaluation, compassion and empathy.

Future Progression routes possible:

The GCSE leads into RS A-level that covers, Philosophy, Ethics and Christianity (New Testament). This will then support a
variety of degree courses such as; law, philosophy, theology, education, medicine, literature and media.

Contact Person:

Mr F Asare - Asare@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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English Language

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:

Throughout your study of English Language, you will be exposed to a wide variety of texts; immersed in inspirational texts, engaging with a
broad range of genres, time periods, contexts and authors, from canonical classics to relevant contemporary works. The breadth and
depth of these texts — both fiction and non-fiction — offers a spiritual, moral, social and cultural education: by empathising with writers,
characters and contexts, students reflect on their own beliefs as well as the world around them in order to develop mutual tolerance and
respect. You will be provided with the skills you need to appreciate the beauty of language and structure through the exploration of the
writer’s craft.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Throughout the course you will be assessed through internal assessments using the exam board marking criteria for exams. Other assess-
ments may take the form of short assessment point tasks that will test your knowledge across the academic year.

At the end of year 11 there will be 2 x external examinations:

° Paper 1: 20" Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose writing (50%)
° Paper 2: 19" and 21% Century Non Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive writing (50%)
° You will also have a non-examined assessment in Spoken Language

What will | learn?

In your English language lessons, you will learn to:

° read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding

° read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing

° write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately

° use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately

° acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology, and
° linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.

How will I learn?

Your English lessons will take on a variety of learning strategies to include active reading, class discussions and opportunities for independ-
ent writing. You will also be given the opportunity to present ideas to the class in a variety of ways such as through individual presentations
and will be given the opportunity to be exposed to examples of successful work for you to evaluate. You will study your course in a logical
order starting from Paper 1 reading, followed by the creative writing unit. This will then lead on to your study of the non-fiction paper,
where you will cover both reading and writing skills.

Career Potential:

English Language is a facilitating subject which will enable you to progress in a variety of careers such as:

Sports Journalist Politician

Lawyer Actor

Film Director Architect

Public Relations Executive Creative Director
Fashion Journalist Scriptwriter
Author Teacher
Newsreader

Future Progression routes possible:

If you choose to study English further, you may decide to enrol on the following courses in the 6th Form: A Level English Literature,
A-Level Media

Contact Person: Miss R Gipki - RGipki@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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English Literature

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:

Throughout your study of English Literature, you will be exposed to a wide variety of texts; immersed in inspirational texts, engaging with a
broad range of genres, time periods, contexts and authors, from canonical classics to relevant contemporary works. The breadth and
depth of these texts — both fiction and non-fiction — offers a spiritual, moral, social and cultural education: by empathising with writers,
characters and contexts, students reflect on their own beliefs as well as the world around them in order to develop mutual tolerance and
respect. You will be provided with the skills you need to appreciate the beauty of language and structure through the exploration of the
writer’s craft.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Throughout the course you will be assessed through internal assessments using the exam board marking criteria for exams. Other assess-
ments may take the form of short assessment point tasks that will test your knowledge across the academic year.

At the end of year 11 there will be 2 x external examinations:
There will be 2 x external examinations:
° Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th C Prose (40%)

° Paper 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, Poetry and Unseen Poetry (60%)

i 2
What will | learn? You will specifically study the following texts:

In your English literature lessons, you will learn to:

° Macbeth
o read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding,
and make connections across their reading ° AQA Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology
o read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and ® An Inspector Calls
explain their understanding and ideas
o A Christmas Carol

How will | learn?

Your English lessons will take on a variety of learning strategies to include active reading, class discussions and opportunities for independ-
ent writing. You will also be given the opportunity to present ideas to the class in a variety of ways such as through individual presentations
and will be given the opportunity to be exposed to examples of successful work for you to evaluate.

Career Potential:
English Literature is a facilitating subject which will enable you to progress in a variety of careers such as:

Sports Journalist

Lawyer

Film Director

Public Relations Executive
Fashion Journalist

Author

Newsreader

Future Progression routes possible:

If you choose to study English further, you may decide to enrol on the following courses in the 6th Form: A Level English Literature, A-
Level Media

Contact Person:

Miss R Gipki - RGipki@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Biology

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Biology qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course .

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

How it's assessed

How it's assessed

° . . )
®  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

° . . ;
®  Foundation and Higher Tier el e

)
° 100 marks 100 marks

®  50% of GCSE
Questions

®  50% of GCSE
Questions

. . Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.
®  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. P ! ! P P

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled
marks are shown in the table below.

Paper 1 100 x1 100
Paper 2 100 x1 100
Total scaled mark: | 200

What will I learn?
You will learn the following topics:
Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.

Paper 2 contents:- Topics 5—7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be devel-
oped along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:
Biologists study living things, like animals and plants. They look into environmental issues, genetics and the world around them. They can

can work in agriculture, medicine, conservation and industry.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, Health and Safety, Research and Development and Patent Work. As a biologist you could work with zoos, charities and other
organisations, e.g. the Environment Agency. Some biologists work as advisors to newspapers, radio and TV.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Chemistry

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Chemistry qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

How it's assessed How it's assessed

®  \Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes ®  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

®  Foundation and Higher Tier ®  Foundation and Higher Tier

® 100 marks ® 100 marks

Questions Questions

° Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open re- L Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.
sponse.

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled
marks are shown in the table below.

Paper 1 100 x1 100
Paper 2 100 x1 100
Total scaled mark: | 200

What will | learn?

Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative
chemistry, Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

Paper 2 contents:- Topics 6—-10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the
atmosphere and Using resources.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be
developed along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:

Analytical chemist, crime scene investigator, forensic scientist and toxicologist. For example an analytical chemist looks at the composition
of difference chemicals. They tend to work in pharmaceuticals. Medicinal chemists work on drug discovery to make more effective
medicine.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, Health and Safety, Research and Development and Patent Work. You could work for a range of employers including the NHS,
Research Institutes and Government Agencies. Specialities include analytical, medicinal, biochemical and lots more.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Physics

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Physics qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course .

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

How it's assessed

How it's assessed

®  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes - ST
ritten exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

= e BRI Rl A [ ] Foundation and Higher Tier

o 100 marks
® 100 marks
o 0
Questions S.OA of GCSE
Questions
° Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response. ®  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response.

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled
marks are shown in the table below.

Paper 1 100 x1 100
Paper 2 100 x1 100
Total scaled mark: | 200

What will | learn?

You will learn the following topics:

Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure.
Paper 2 contents:- Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics.

Questions in paper 2 may draw on an understanding of energy changes and transfers due to heating, mechanical and electrical work and
the concept of energy conservation from Energy and Electricity.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be
developed along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:

Physicists try to work out why matter behaves the way it does and how energy interacts. They work in areas like health institutes, defence,
government departments including the Met office. There are also astrophysicists who specialise in space studies.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, teaching, research and development, freelance consultancy, scientific journalism.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Biology (Combined Trilogy)

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Biology qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course .

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Biology Paper 1: Biology Paper 2:

How it's assessed How it's assessed

® \Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes ® \Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

® Foundation and Higher Tier ® Foundation and Higher Tier

® 70 marks ® 70 marks

Questions Questions

e Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer ®  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
and open response. response.

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark out of 420 for all the six
papers.

What will I learn?
You will learn the following topics:
Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.

Paper 2 contents:- Topics 5—7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be
developed along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:
Biologists study living things, like animals and plants. They look into environmental issues, genetics and the world around them. They

can work in agriculture, medicine, conservation and industry.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, Health and Safety, Research and Development and Patent Work.
As a biologist you could work with zoos, charities and other organisations, e.g. the Environment Agency.

Some biologists work as advisors to newspapers, radio and TV.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Chemistry (Combined Trilogy)

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Chemistry qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Chemistry Paper 1: Chemistry Paper 2:

How it's assessed How it's assessed

® \Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes ®  Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
® Foundation and Higher Tier ® Foundation and Higher Tier

® 70 marks ® 70 marks

Questions Questions

®  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open
response.

® Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
open response.

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark out of 420 for all the six
papers.

What will | learn?

You will learn the following topics:

Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative
chemistry, Chemical changes; and Energy changes.

Paper 2 contents:- Topics 6-10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the
atmosphere; and Using resources.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be
developed along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:

Analytical chemist, crime scene investigator, forensic scientist and toxicologist. For example an analytical chemist looks at the composition
of different chemicals. They tend to work in pharmaceuticals. Medicinal chemists work on drug discovery to make more effective medicine.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, Health and Safety, Research and Development and Patent Work.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Physics (Combined Trilogy)

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
This Physics qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.

The subject content is presented clearly, in a logical teaching order. With guidance and signposted opportunities for skills development
throughout the specification.

The subject content and required practical skills are embedded throughout the course.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Physics Paper 1: Physics Paper 2:

How it's assessed How it's assessed

® Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes ® \Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

® Foundation and Higher Tier ® Foundation and Higher Tier

® 70 marks ® 70 marks

Questions Questions

® Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer e  Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and
and open response. open response.

The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components. Students’ final marks will be calculated by add-
ing together the scaled marks for each component. Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark out of 420 for all the six
papers.

What will | learn?
You will learn the following topics:
Paper 1 contents:- Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure.

Paper 2 contents:- Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics.

Questions in paper 2 may draw on an understanding of energy changes and transfers due to heating, mechanical and electrical work and
the concept of energy conservation from Energy and Electricity.

How will I learn?

Topics in paper 1 are covered in year 10 while paper 2 contents are completed in year 11 ready for GCSE examination. At the end of each
chapter you will be assessed on combination of End of Chapter (EOC) assessments which are internally marked. Practical skills will be devel-
oped along the course by completing the Required Practical Activities.

Career Potential:

Physicists try to work out why matter behaves the way it does and how energy interacts. They work in areas like health institutes, defence,
government departments including the Met office. There are also astrophysicists who specialise in space studies.

Future Progression routes possible:

Lecturing, teaching, research and development, freelance consultancy, scientific journalism.

Contact Person:

Mrs Sewell - Ssewell@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Mathematics

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: Edexcel

Overview:
“Maths is a universal language and a hallmark of success”

GCSE maths will provide you with a varied and useful ‘toolbox’ of skills with which you can understand a wide variety of mathematical prob-
lems. It will train you to be logical and systematic and see the relevance and beauty of maths in all areas of life.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

There will be three exams that aim to assess your mathematical competency in the summer term of year 11. Each of the 3 papers are out of 80
marks, worth one-third of the overall GCSE and 1 hour 30 minutes in length. Two of these papers will allow the use of a calculator, but the other
will not — therefore requiring a higher degree of numerical acumen. GCSE mathematics is still assessed in tiered papers — meaning that some stu-
dents will sit ‘Foundation’ exams, and some ‘Higher’ exams. Both tiers allow students to access a Grade 5. The weighting of mathematical content is

slightly different at each tier: Mathematical Content Foundation Higher
Number 25% 15%
Algebra 20% 30%
Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change 25% 20%
Statistics and Probability 15% 15%
Geometry and Measures 15% 20%

What will | learn?
The Edexcel mathematics GCSE will develop and test your knowledge and competency in three ways:

1. Mathematical Fluency — teaching you how to use mathematical skills and procedures on a variety of concepts; from the simple, to the more
complex.
Problem Solving — teaching you how to approach unfamiliar multi-step questions.

3. Reasoning — teaching you how to communicate effectively and explain using mathematical ideas.

How will I learn?
Attending lessons fully equipped with a geometry set and a scientific calculator, teachers will guide students through the curriculum and test at a
GCSE level for each topic. Mathswatch and Pearson ActiveLearn supports students at home to supplement what they learn in school.

Career Potential:

Mathematics underpins the world around us and a good understanding of maths will help with many everyday life activities from catching a
train to managing personal finances to baking a cake!

Many other subjects have mathematical elements so GCSE Maths will help to support further studies in Science, Geography, Psychology,
Economics and many more.

Students who achieve at least a Grade 7 will be encouraged to continue with A Level Maths.

Careers which require a good mathematical foundation include accountancy and finance, science and medicine, insurance, statistics,
marketing, banking, education, engineering and social sciences: the opportunities are endless!

Future Progression routes possible:

Students who achieve at least a Grade 7 will be encouraged to continue with A Level Maths. Students wishing to pursue future mathematical ca-
reers have a wide range to choose from. Many great mathematicians go into the fields of accountancy, actuary and investment banking. Some
take a more scientific root with computing, engineering sciences, statistical research, or research sciences. Mathematics is also essential for many
design, building and architectural careers. There are, of course, many other roles that require a high degree of mathematical competency but are
not their main component. These include medicine, politics, teaching, management and running a business. The reality is, a good mathematics
GCSE is certain to make a positive difference to any student’s future study, career and employment options.

Contact Person: Mr P Baffoe - Pbaffoe@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
“Maths—Where Every Lesson Counts”

This qualification fills the gap for high achieving students by assessing their higher order mathematical skills, particularly in
algebraic reasoning, in greater depth, thus preparing them fully to maximise their potential in further studies at Level 3. It
offers the opportunity for stretch and challenge that builds on the Key Stage 4 curriculum and is intended as an additional
qualification to the GCSE Mathematics, rather than as a replacement. The content assumes prior knowledge of the Key Stage
4 Programme of Study and covers the areas of algebra and geometry, which are crucial to further study in the subject, in
greater depth and breadth. This qualification places an emphasis on higher order technical proficiency, rigorous argument
and problem solving skills. It also gives an introduction to calculus and matrices and develops further skills in trigonometry,
functions and graphs

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

There will be two exams that aim to assess your mathematical competency in the summer term of year 11. Each of the 2 pa-
pers are out of 80 marks, worth 50% of the AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics assessment and 1 hour 45
minutes in length. Paper 1 is non-calculator and paper 2 is calculator. A mix of question styles, from short, single mark ques-
tions to mu|ti-step proble . AO1: Recall and use knowledge of the prescribed content for routine and multi-step procedures 1 the paper.

. AO2: Apply mathematical reasoning, skills and knowledge to solve mathematical problems including
rigorous justification and formal proof.

Assessment Objectives (ADs) Component weightings | Overall weighting of AOs
(approximate %) (approximate %)

Paper 1 Paper 2

AO1 28-32 28-32 56 — 64
AO2 18-22 18-22 36-44
Overall weighting of components 50 50 100

What will | learn?

The specification content is set out in six distinct topic areas, although questions will be asked that range across these topics.
The areas include: number, algebra, coordinate geometry (2 dimensions only), calculus, matrix transformation and geome-
try.

How will I learn?
Attending lessons fully equipped with a geometry set and a scientific calculator, teachers will guide students through the
curriculum.

Career Potential:

There are several careers linked with further maths. These include becoming a teacher, mathematician, soft developer and
computer programmer, research scientist, economist, financial analyst, statistician, actuaries, accountant, data scientist,
cryptographer, quantity surveyor, aerospace engineer, bank manager, auditor, civil engineer, mechanical engineer, insurance
underwriter, algorithm engineer: the opportunities are endless!

Future Progression routes possible:

Students predicted to get grades 7 in Maths can choose to the Further Maths Course from Year 10. Students who achieve at
least a Grade 7 will be encouraged to continue with A Level Maths and/or Further Maths. Students wishing to pursue future
mathematical careers have a wide range to choose from. Many great mathematicians go into the fields of accountancy, actu-
ary and investment banking. Some take a more scientific root with computing, engineering sciences, statistical research, or
research sciences. Mathematics is also essential for many design, building and architectural careers. There are, of course,
many other roles that require a high degree of mathematical competency but are not their main component. These include
medicine, politics, teaching, management and running a business.

Contact Person: Mr P Baffoe - Pbaffoe@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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GCSE Fine Art

“Every child is an artist; the problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up”

Pablo Picasso - Artist

Duration of course: 2 year GSCE course

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:
YEAR 10
Students will complete two units of coursework which are;

Foundation Unit - Focussing on building skills and exploring materials. Students are guided through this unit. Teacher led activities allow and enable students to carry
out a unit that covers all assessment objectives, knowledge of different styles and artists, whilst developing their own skills and demonstrating an understanding of
working with different mediums, such as print, painting and drawing.

Portrait Unit - Refines skill learnt in unit one and allows students to develop use of acrylic and gouache paint and work independently towards the end. Additional
practice working with different materials. Introduced to a different genre of art.

YEAR 11
Students will complete one unit of coursework and Examination which are;
Mock Examination - Starting points given out 2" week in September — students are allowed 6-8 weeks to prepare. Examination to take place middle of November.

Mock examination is marked and given back to students with individual target setting. Students can refine and improve work. The mock becomes unit three of their
coursework and completes their portfolio.

Externally Set Project/ Examination - Year 11 Examination paper given out and students choose a theme from the examination paper, 6-8 weeks to prepare and
create a project in examination conditions. In the preparation time students will research and develop ideas for this unit. In the 10-hour examination students will
create, draw, and paint their entire themed project.

HOMEWORK

Homework will be set each week. Students will be expected to complete all homework set.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

60% Coursework/ Portfolio and 40% Externally Set Examination

There are 3 assessment points over the course of the year that will test their skills in everything from technical use of materials to composition and artistic skills. Stu-
dents will gain feedback that will help students progress their working at grade and develop their skills for the coursework and final exam.

What will | learn?

A student who is best suited to Fine Art is a person who is dedicated, self-motivated, creative, hardworking, and expressive and who enjoys the idea of drawing and
painting.

The skills that students will develop will be painting, printing, drawing two-dimensional and three-dimensional work. Comparing artwork, understanding artists work
and techniques that will be expressed through written work therefore brushing up on literacy skills.

How will | learn?

Teacher led activities will allow students to focus upon building skills and exploring materials and ideas. This will enable students to create a portfolio of work which
covers all the assessment objectives for their coursework while preparing students for the externally set examination.

The portfolio of work can be used at interview for further education both at college and sixth form which demonstrates skills, abilities and knowledge of different styles
and artists, whilst developing their own skills and demonstrating an understanding of working with different mediums, such as print, painting and drawing.

Career Potential:

Artist, Animator, Advertising, Architecture, Community Arts Worker, Artist in Residence, Art Teacher, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Jewellery Designer, Make Up Artist,
Production Designer—Theatre/Television/Film, Textile Designer, Performing Arts, Publishing, Software and Computer Games Designer, Advertising Art Director, Medi-
cal lllustrator, Art Therapist, Museum/Gallery Curator, Stylist, VFX Artist, Visual Merchandiser, Web Content Manager, Web Designer.

Future Progression routes possible:

Students can continue to A Level Fine Art and/or A Level Photography or another Level 3 Art and Design-based course.

Contact Person:

Mrs A Ajayi —Subject Lead of Art, Textiles and Photography Aajayi@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Business Studies

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: Edexcel

Overview:

The GCSE business course provides an introduction to the study of all aspects of business, including reasons why entrepreneurs exist, finance, operations,
Human Resources and marketing.

Studying business can support in understanding the economy, consumer rights, employee rights and developing transferable skills such as:

° Quantitate skills—reading, labelling and plotting graphs, basic calculations such as average, percentage change, addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division

° Data skills—being able to understand data in a variety of forms and interpret results

° Presenting arguments and making judgements and justified recommendations on the basis of the available evidence

° Critical thinking—recognising the nature of problems, solving problems and making decisions using appropriate business tools, methods and
theories

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Two written examinations, each lasting 1 Hour 45 minutes
Theme 1 (50%)

Theme 2 (50%)

Both papers include a range of questions: multiple choice, calculations, short answer and extended answer questions.

Students will need to apply their knowledge to specific case studies within each paper.

What will | learn?

. Introduction to business—what is a business, their purpose, sectors, role of government

. Enterprise and entrepreneurship—dynamic nature of business, how and why ideas come about, role of enterprise and entrepreneurs
(] Spotting a business opportunity—customer needs, market research, customer segmentation, impact of competition

. Putting a business into practice—setting aims, business calculations, sources of finance

. Making a business effective—ownership, location, marketing mix and writing business plans

. External influences—stakeholders, considering the impact of changes in technology, the economic environment, legalisation
. Business growth—how and why businesses grow, impact of globalisation, how and why aims change

. Marketing—building on an early unit to have an indepth understanding of price, product, promotion and place

. Finance—using ratios to calculate the performance of a business and whether investments are viable

. Operations—how businesses manage stock, the importance of quality control, working with suppliers

° Human Resources—recruitment, training and motivation of staff, organisation structures, communication

How will I learn?

Lessons will include a range of activities including note taking, individual activities, paired activities, case studies, videos.
Homework will be set at least fortnightly based on what has been studied in the previous weeks, usually including exam style questions.

Each topic will include an assessment in the same style as the final examination papers.

Career Potential:

Business careers include accountancy, Human Resources, Recruitment, retail management, working in insurance

Future Progression routes possible:

L3 BTEC Business Studies or A Level Business Studies

Apprenticeships such as insurance, accountancy and marketing

Contact Person:

Ms Ali - Tali@tbcs.nor.olicatcshools.org
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Child Development

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: OCR

Overview:

The Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Child Development is aimed at students aged 14-16 years and will develop
knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be used in the Childcare sector. You may be interested in this if you
want an engaging qualification where you will use your learning in practical, real-life situations, such as:

° Preparing a feed or meal for a child

. Choosing suitable equipment to use in a childcare setting
° Planning suitable play activities

. Helping to prevent accidents in a childcare setting

This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the Childcare sector.
The qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and work situations, such as:

° Research skills for example, within the NEA set assignment students will need to complete research for equipment to
help make decisions on which to choose and explain why
° Communication skills for example, within the NEA set assignment students will need to make recommendations to the

nursery on how accidents can be prevented

This qualification will complement other learning that you’re completing for GCSEs or vocational qualifications at Key Stage 4
and help to prepare you for further study.

Assessment Method and component Percentages: You will be assessed in three units

. One externally assessed unit (exam) assessed by an exam and marked by OCR
° Two centre-assessed units (NEA) teacher assess the NEA units and will be moderated by teachers

How you will Learn

You will study key knowledge, understanding and skills that relate to working in the Child Development sector. You will also
have the opportunity to apply what you learn by completing practical activities.

Career Potential

Working as a childcare professional needs an understanding of the care needs for children of all ages. This qualification will
help you to develop knowledge, understanding and skills that will allow you to help and support those in your care, starting
from preconception through to children aged birth to five years. This qualification will allow you to gain knowledge and skills
to help provide such an environment for children in your care.

Progression Route

The knowledge and skills you develop will help you to progress onto further study in the care sector. This may be other voca-
tional qualifications, such as the Level 2 or Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals in Health and Social Care; the T Level Technical
Qualification in Education and Childcare or the Early Years Educator Apprenticeship.

The qualification also helps to develop other transferable skills, such as research and communication skills that will be valua-
ble in other life and work situations.

Contact Person:

Ms N. Niikoi — Nniikoi@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org

Subject Lead for Food studies and Child Development
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Design & Technology

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview: Design Your Future World

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world. Stu-
dents will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental

and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical
expertise.

GCSE Design and technology allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design
processes, materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater
depth.

Design & Technology is innovative and exciting in it’s curriculum, addressing lots of current affairs and inventions from NASA space suit
textile engineering to Norman Foster’s Milau Viaduct construction in France. Students are motivated and creative, to enjoy problem solv-
ing and inventing better future ideas.

Assessment Method

Non-exam assessment (NEA) - 50% of GCSE (100 marks)

Single design and make task supported by a 20 page A3 portfolio and final prototype.

Written examination - 50% of GCSE (100 marks)

Section A — Core technical principles (20 marks)
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.

Section B — Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
Several short answer questions (2—5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical principles.

Section C — Designing and making principles (50 marks)
A mixture of short answer and extended response questions.

How you will Learn

° Problem solving . Generate imaginative and creative design ideas
° Mechanical devices . Exploring and developing ideas

° Developing prototypes . Computer aided design and manufacture

° Innovation and creativity ° Selection of materials and components

° Smart and modern materials . Materials and their working properties

° Surface treatment and finishes o Producing a design brief and specification

° Sources and origins of materials o Investigations — primary and secondary data

° Design strategies o Identifying and investigating design possibilities
° Communication of design ideas

° New and emerging technologies

How will | learn?

Theory & practical lessons

Career Potential:

All CAD and Design fields: graphic design, interior design, product design, architecture, fashion design, photography, web design, land-
scape, user experience designer, games design, design, illustrator, exhibition design, creative media, industrial design, set design, industrial
design,

All professional fields that include project work and organisation: marketing teams, research and development teams.

All Engineering fields: building, construction, industrial engineering, aviation, carpentry, civil engineering, automotive engineering

Future Progression routes possible:

Level 3 courses— BTEC Graphic Design,
BTEC 3D Design, A Level Product design

Contact Person:

Mrs A Ajayi - Aajayi@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Drama

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: OCR

Overview:

Drama gives students the opportunity to explore the subject from a range of perspectives by devising their own, original work, by bringing
to life the work of a playwriter, as theatre reviewers, developing their own thoughts on what makes drama and theatre successful, and as
creative artists building and bringing a character to life through exploration and rehearsal.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

The qualification is made up of three components. There are two non-exam assessments (60% of the overall qualification) and one exam
assessment (40% of the overall qualification).

Component 1: Devising Drama 30% of overall GCSE

° Creation of a devised performance based on a stimulus given by the exam board—20 Marks
° Supporting portfolio documenting rehearsal process and development—40 Marks
Component 2: Text Performance 30% of overall GCSE

° Students will take a part in two performances of two extracts from the text. 20 Marks
° Interpretation of the text and creating an intention for performance —40 Marks
Exam assessment (40% of qualification) 40% of overall GCSE

° Section A: Questions on technical and performance related topics on set text— Blood Brothers —50 Marks

° Section B: Review a performance you have seen during the course—30 Marks

What will | learn?

Work collaboratively to create, develop, perform and evaluate your own piece of devised drama as performers.
How performance texts can be presented to an audience

The intention of the playwright

Theatrical conventions

How to interrupt character through voice, movement and language

Performance space

Semiotics

How to plan, create and structure drama

How to communicate meaning to an audience through engaging drama.

How to examine in detail the process of creating drama and measure the impact on a live audience

How will I learn?

° Exploration of practitioners work

o Theatre visits

° Devising and developing your own performances

° Working with script

° Documenting and evidence performance processes.

Career Potential:
Drama is a facilitating subject which will enable you to progress in a variety of careers such as:

Film Director
Newsreader
Actor

Creative Director
Scriptwriter
Teacher

Future Progression routes possible:

A 'Level, BTEC, further study

Contact Person: Mrs M Harrison- MHarrison@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org

26




Geography

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Why Study Geography?

Geography helps us understand how the world works by exploring the connections between people, places, and the environment. It looks at the huge differences in
cultures, governments, economies, landscapes, and environments around the world, and helps us see how they are linked. Geography helps us understand why there
are differences and inequalities between places and groups of people, which is a big focus in modern geography.

Geography brings together ideas from lots of other subjects, like science, economics, and politics, and shows how they all fit into the bigger picture. That’s why geogra-
phers often go on to careers in managing resources, protecting the environment, or planning for the future— sustainability.

However learning geography isn’t just about passing exams — it’s about gaining skills and knowledge that will help you in real life. Through lessons and fieldwork, geog-
raphy helps you become more aware of the world around you, better informed, and more responsible as a citizen and employee.

As part of the course, you’ll take part in two fieldwork trips. One focuses on physical geography, where we’ll visit Hunstanton to explore coastal processes. The other
looks at human geography, where we’ll investigate urban issues right here in Northampton. Ther may also be an option for a residential weekend which is currently in
North Wales.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

There are 3 examination papers;

Unit 1: Physical geography — Living with the physical environment

Unit 2: Human Geography — Challenges in the Human environment

Unit 3 Geographical applications- where you apply geographical skills to a geographical based enquiry question and answer questions on familiar and unfamil-
iar fieldwork.

Paper 1;

®  Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
® 88 marks (including 3 marks for spelling, punctuation, grammar and specialist terminology (SPaG))

° 35% of GCSE
Paper 2;

®  Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
[ ] 88 marks (including 3 marks for SPaG)

° 35% of GCSE
Paper 3;

° Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
L 76 marks (including 6 marks for SPaG)
L 30% of GCSE. Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam

® There will be questions based on completed fieldwork

What will I learn?

The challenge of Natural Hazards e.g. tectonic hazards, tropical storms, extreme weather and climate change.
Coastal landscapes in the UK and River landscapes in the UK

The ‘living world” including Ecosystems, Tropical rainforests and Hot Deserts.

Urban issues and challenges - Urbanisation and its impact on Rio de Janeiro in Brazil and Bristol in the UK.
The changing economic world - global development and the UK economy

The challenge of resource management and a closer study of food as a resource

Research skills through fieldwork

How will | learn?
A range of different resources are used to deliver the subject specification in lessons. Learning is supported with the online learning platform ‘Seneca learning’.

Career Potential:
For the full range of potential jobs please visit;

https://www.rgs.org/iamageographer/

Future Progression routes possible:

A level geography leading to apprenticeships or a degree. A geography A Level has many transferable skills combining both science and social studies..

Contact Person:

Mr K Polley — Kpolley@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org That geography rocks!
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Health and Social Care

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: Cambridge National Examination Board: OCR

Overview:

This qualification provides students with the opportunity to gain vocational experience and gain the knowledge, understanding needed
when considering entering employment in the health and social care sector.

Students will gain grounding in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of study, giving them the opportunity to build
on these afterwards, or to enter into their first job within this sector.

This OCR level 2 qualification is a practical, work-related course that is equivalent to a GCSE at grades A to C but awarded as a Distinction,
Merit or Pass. Students study topics that are based upon realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

You will complete three components:
RO33 Supporting Individuals through Life Events (see below) ( Internal Coursework— Year 10 worth 30% of overall grade)
RO35 Health Promotion Campaigns (Coursework— Year 11 worth 30% of overall grade)

RO32 Principles of Care in HSC Settings (External Exam in Year 11 worth 40% of overall grade)

What will | learn?

In RO33, you will learn about growth and development across the life stages and the factors that affect growth and development. You will
also study the impact of Life Events on a person, and how Support can help cope with the changes these bring.

In RO35, you will learn about the importance of healthy living and promoting healthy lifestyles. You will plan and create your own health
promotion campaign, deliver it and evaluate your performance

In RO32, we will look at the rights of service users in HSC settings; consider person-centred values and effective communication in care
work; and look at practical ways of protecting both service users and providers in HSC settings

How will | learn?

During your Health and Social Care lessons, you will have the opportunity to practise coursework tasks, engage in debates and discussions
about important issues related to health, listen and ask questions to guest speakers who work within a health and social care setting, and
use your creative skills to engage a chosen audience in your own health promotion campaign.

Career Potential:

Many of our students progress to university to join fantastic careers within Health and Social Care such as nursing, midwifery and social
work.

Future Progression routes possible:

This qualification can lead to further study within Sixth Form Level 3 Health and Social Care.

Contact Person:

Mrs Deborah Bird — Dbird@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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History

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: Edexcel

Overview:
GCSE history will teach you to:

° Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and societies in local, British, and wider
world history; and of the wide diversity of human experience

° Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers

° Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and to make valid historical claims by
using a range of sources in their historical context

° Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why differ-
ent interpretations have been constructed about them

° Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and reach substantiated conclusions.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

The course will be assessed in three written exams completed at the end of Y11.

Paper 1 : British Breadth Study (40%)
Paper 2 :Period and British Depth Study (30%)

Paper 3 : Modern Study (30%)

What will I learn?
Period Study : Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
Modern Study : Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918—-39

British Breadth Study : Medicine in Britain, c1250—present and The British sector of the Western Front, 1914—18: injuries, treatment and
the trenches.

British Depth Study : Elizabethan England, c.1588—-1603

How will I learn?

In history we learn through a range of different methods that engage and will inspire you to achieve. The range in topics taught mean that
you will always be learning something new.
We use booklets to help organise your work and aid in revision.

Homework is an important tool in making sure that you fully understand the complex issues and events that we analyse.

Career Potential:

History offers a range of exciting career possibilities due to the skills that the subject contains. These careers can involve law, journalism,
education, management, politics and much more.

Future Progression routes possible:

A-Level History, Sociology, Politics, Law. History at University.

Contact Person:

Mr J Brothers — Jbrothers@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Hospitality and Catering

Duration of course: 2 Years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: WJEC

Overview:

The Level 1&2 Hospitality and Catering offers a unique opportunity for candidate to develop their knowledge and extend their skills within hospital-
ity and catering in a vocational context. The course has been designed to support students who want to learn about this vocational sector and the
potential it can offer them for their careers or further study.

Additionally, the course will equip students with knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply principles of food science, nutri-
tion, and healthy eating. This will enable students to make informed decisions about a wide range of career pathways as well as develop vital life
skills that enable them to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritionally and later in life.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages: You will be assessed in two units.

Unit 1: The hospitality and catering industry.

Written examination: 1 hour 20 minutes 40% of qualification .Questions requiring short and extended answers, based around applied situations.
You will be required to use stimulus material to respond to questions.

Unit 2: Hospitality and catering in action.

Controlled assessment: approximately 12 hours 60% of qualification .An assignment brief will be provided by WJEC which will include a scenario
and several tasks available via the WJEC Secure Website.

What will | learn? You will study the following under both units

Unit 1 : Hospitality and catering provision

. How hospitality and catering providers operate
[ Health and safety in hospitality and catering
° Food safety in hospitality and catering

Unit 2: The importance of nutrition

U Menu planning

° The skills and techniques of preparation
. Cooking and presentation of dishes

° Evaluating cooking skills

How will I learn?

The course is primarily designed to offer an experience that focuses on applied learning, i.e. acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and under-
standing through purposeful tasks set in sector or subject contexts that have many of the characteristics of real work.

Career Potential:

Dietician, nutritionist, and food researchers and Scientist graduates are in short supply so a career in Hospitality and Catering could bring many
rewarding opportunities. Other employment opportunities can range from waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and
bar managers, and food technologists working for supermarket chains.

Progression Routes:

This course will support entry to qualifications that develop specific skills for work in hospitality and catering such as:
Level 2 Diploma in Professional Cookery or Hospitality and Catering Principles (professional cookery)

WIEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition.

GCE in Home Economics / Design and Technology (Food Technology)

Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality and Tourism Management (VRQ)

Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality, Supervision and Leadership principles (QCF)

Level 3 Certificate in Hospitality and Catering Principles (professional cookery)

Level 3 Award in Practical Food Safety Supervision for Catering (QCF)

Contact Person:

Ms N. Niikoi—Nniikoi@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org

(Subject Lead for Food)
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Modern Foreign Languages

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:

At Thomas Becket we're passionate about the benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly believe in languages as a skill for life
and something students should enjoy and find rewarding. Our objective is to enable students of all abilities to develop their modern foreign
language skills to their full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4—9). Students must take all four question papers at the same
tier. All question papers must be taken in the same series.

Listening—What is assessed
Understanding and responding to spoken extracts comprising the defined vocabulary and grammar for each tier
Dictation of short, spoken extracts

How it is assessed

®  Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)
25% of GCSE

Speaking—WAhat is assessed

Speaking using clear and comprehensible language to undertake a Role-play
Carry out a Reading aloud task

Talk about visual stimuli

How it is assessed

®  Non-exam assessment
®  7-9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + 15minutes preparation time
®  10-12 minutes (Higher Tier) + 15 minutes preparation time

25% of GCSE

Reading—What is assessed

Understanding and responding to written texts which focus predominantly on the vocabulary and grammar at each tier
Inferring plausible meanings of single words when they are embedded in written sentences

Translating from Spanish into English

How it is assessed

®  Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)

25% of GCSE

Writing—What is assessed

Writing text in the language in a lexically and grammatically accurate way in response to simple and familiar stimuli
Translating from English into Spanish

How it is assessed

®  Written exam: 1 hour 10 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)

25% of GCSE
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Modern Foreign Languages

What will | learn?

The themes to be covered are

° People and lifestyle
° Popular culture
° Communication and the world around us

How will | learn?

The content will be delivered during a two years course. Most of the lessons are created with exam skills support so that you develop confi-
dent exam skills and be confident during you final exams. The lessons are engulfing speaking, reading, writing and listening skills as well as
grammar.

Career Potential:

Some of these careers would make direct use of your language skills: charities administrator, commissioning editor, consultant, human
resources officer, interpreter, investment analyst, journalist, logistics/distribution manager, management accountant, marketing manager
(social media), public relations officer, secondary school teacher, solicitor, tourism officer, tourist information manager, translator.

Future Progression routes possible:

You will gain and develop interpersonal skills, develop analytical skills, team skills (working and talking to others) and gain a qualification
which employers and universities value highly.

Contact Person:

Mr A Dumitru — Adumitru@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org

Mrs D Budulean — Dbudulean@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Music

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: OCR

Overview:

GCSE Music is the perfect choice for the budding young musician. The course is an exciting journey of discovery, in which stu-
dents will broaden their musical understanding as well as honing their existing musical skills. As the course is 30% perfor-
mance, it is important that students wishing to study this course either play an instrument or sing. Those who can read/
understand sheet music will have an advantage, although these skills can easily be taught to those who are able to perform.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

During the course, you will be assessed using the exam board marking criteria in performance, composition and listening
skills. The final assessment is 60% coursework, completed before sitting the written paper.

30%: 2 Performances: 1 solo performance and 1 ensemble performance.
30%: 2 Compositions: 1 free choice composition and 1 composition to a brief.
40% Listening and Appraising exam: 1 hour 30 minute exam with questions based on music heard during the exam.

What will | learn?

You will continue to develop your performance skills on your chosen instrument or voice, as well as being introduced to com-
position: the ability to write your own music. These compositions will be written using computer software that will not only
produce scores of your work, but also recordings you can submit. You will be introduced to a wide range of musical genre and
even boost your understanding of the music that you listen to daily.

How will | learn?

You will develop your musical vocabulary and listening skills which will, in turn, deepen your understanding and application of
compositional technique and performance skills. Lessons will be a mixture of these three elements with lots of opportunity
for further study and research into your own interests.

Career Potential:

Your practical skills could lead you in the direction of being a professional musician, performer or composer.

Future Progression routes possible:

GCSE Music gives the perfect foundation for the skills required for A Level Music or Music Technology. It is also well respect-
ed by top universities.

Contact Person:

Mr Matt White — Mwhite@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Sociology

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:

GCSE Sociology helps students to gain knowledge and understanding of key social structures, processes and issues through
the study of families, education, crime and deviance and social stratification. Students will develop their analytical, assimila-
tion and communication skills by comparing and contrasting perspectives on a variety of social issues, constructing reasoned
arguments, making substantiated judgements and drawing reasoned conclusions.

By studying sociology, students will develop transferable skills including how to:

. investigate facts and make deductions
. develop opinions and new ideas on social issues
. analyse and better understand the social world.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

The course will be assessed in two written exams completed at the end of Y11.
Paper 1: The sociology of families and education (50%)

Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification (50%)

What will | learn?

° The sociology of families

° The sociology of education

° The sociology of crime and deviance

° The sociology of social stratification

° Relevant areas of social theory and methodology

How will | learn?

In sociology you will be taught in various ways to develop your understanding of the subject. You will be encouraged to research and pre-
sent findings, conduct your own social experiments and analyse different perspectives.
We use booklets to help organise your work and aid in revision.

Homework is an important tool in making sure that you fully understand the complex issues and events that we analyse.

Career Potential:

Sociology offers a range of exciting career possibilities due to the skills and content that the subject contains. These careers can involve law,
government, education, management, politics and much more.

Future Progression routes possible:

Sociology, Criminology, Politics, Law , Social Sciences

Contact Person:

Mr J Brothers — Jbrothers@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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Sports Studies

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: Cambridge Nationals Examination Board: OCR

Overview:

Our Cambridge National in Sport Studies will encourage students to think for themselves about the study of sport and the application to real life practical
sport, leadership and evaluation of the skills required there. They will study up to the minute topics affecting sport through the contemporary issues unit,
both play and lead sporting activities, as well as having the chance to either explore the world of outdoor sport or the media.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Attendance at school/club practices and matches can give you more assessment opportunities. You will be expected to take part in all practical sessions, in
correct kit.

Mandatory

Contemporary Issues in Sport— 1 hour 15 minute Written Paper OCR Set and Marked. 70 Marks.
Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities— Centre-assessed Tasks, OCR Moderated. 80 Marks.
Optional

Sport and the Media— Centre-assessed Tasks, OCR Moderated. 40 Marks.

What will | learn?

Students will be introduced to Performance and Sports Leadership, which is coursework and practical based. Students will learn how to be a sports leader,
through using your initiative to solve problems and making decisions when dealing with rapidly changing conditions and situations in sport and plan and
deliver a successful sports session. The assessments for this unit include practical performance in two sports and students' knowledge and understanding of
coaching through assessing their own performance and developing a specific action plan in order to improve their own level of ability.

Students will then investigate Sport and the Media, which is coursework based. Students learn about the variety of media sources that cover sport. How to
evaluate and interpret the different ways sport is represented by the media. They will also develop an understanding of the relationship between sport and
the media and apply this to real life examples

Finally students complete Contemporary Issues in Sport, which is a 1 hour 15 minute exam. This unit sets the context of sport within the wider environment
and how it reflects society and its values. Students will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, as well as the promotion of values and
ethical behaviour through sport. Students will also learn about the role of high-profile sporting events and national governing bodies in advancing sports
attempts to positively impact upon society.

How will | learn?

This will help you to develop independence and confidence in using skills that would be relevant to the exercise, physical activity, sport and health sector.
The qualification will also help you to develop learning and skills that can be used in other life and work situations, such as:

. Completing research

. Working with others

° Planning training programmes

. Evaluating and making recommendations to help improve performance
(] Creating and delivering presentations

° Writing reports

(] Leadership skills

. Healthy living and lifestyle skills.

This qualification will complement other learning that you’re completing for GCSEs or vocational qualifications at Key Stage 4 and help to prepare you for
further study.

Career Potential:

These courses then lead to the opportunity to study higher education in PE. Alternatively, you could start a sports related career opportunity, such as coach-
ing, refereeing, sport development, sports events organisation, professional sports performer etc.

Future Progression routes possible:

Students who study Sports Studies are able to use the underpinning skills and knowledge to enable them to study at college (Post-
16) A-level PE, Cambridge Technical qualifications, and/or Diplomas.

Contact Person:

Mr K Perkins — kperkins@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org

Head of PE
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Media Studies

Duration of course: 2 years

Course type: GCSE Examination Board: AQA

Overview:

GCSE Media Studies explores how the media shapes our understanding of the world through film, television, advertising, social media , and online platforms.
You will analyse how media texts use visual, language, and technical elements to communicate messages and influence audience. Through studying a range
of contemporary and historical media products , you will develop critical thinking, creativity, and practical production skills, preparing you to engage confi-

dently with modern media landscape.

Assessment Method and Component Percentages:

Throughout the course you will be assessed through internal assessments using the exam board marking criteria for exams. Other assessments may take the
form of short assessment point tasks that will test your knowledge across the academic year.

At the end of year 11 there will be two examinations:
Media One and Media Two

You will also complete a Non-exam assessment worth

What will | learn?

You will study how different media form communicate ideas and represent people, events, and issues. This includes analysing media language, audiences,
industries, and representation across products such as advertising, film, television, music videos, and online media. You will also develop practical skills by
planning and creating your own media products.

How will I learn?

Lessons combine discussion, analysis of real media texts, creative tasks, and practical production work. You will learn through group work, independent
research, and hands-on use of social media technologies, developing both analytical and creative skills. Assessment includes a written exam and a non-
examined assessment (coursework) where you produce your own media work.

Career Potential:

GCSE Media Studies develops transferable skills such as critical thinking, creativity, teamwork, and communication. It provides a strong foundation for fur-
ther study in Media Studies, film Studies, English, and creative Arts at A ;level and beyond, and supports future careers in journalism, marketing, advertising,
film, television, digital media, and content creation.

Future Progression routes possible:

The GCSE leads into A Level Media Studies, Business, English, Art and Graphic Design.

Contact Person:

Miss R Gipki — RGipki@tbcs.nor.olicatschools.org
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